
Screed Marks

Incorrect screeding will cause stripes (also known as tiger 
stripes) to be seen in the concrete. This may not be able to be 
fully ground out when grinding and polishing the concrete. 

New Build Concrete Finishing Practices
T h e  o v e r a l l  q u a l i t y  a n d  d u r a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  p o l i s h e d  c o n c r e t e  w i l l  b e  l a r g e l y  a f f e c t  b y t  
t h e  f i n i s h i n g  p r a c t i c e s  u s e d  d u r i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n s .  F i n i s h i n g  p r a c t i c e s  i n c l u d e  b u t  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o ;

• s c r e e d i n g
• c h e c k i n g  f l o o r  f l a t n e s s
• e d g i n g  f r o  f l a t n e s s
• e d g e  t o o l i n g
• p r o p e r  f l o a t i n g
• h a n d  f l o a t i n g
• t r o w e l i n g
• p r o p e r  t i m i n g
• c u r i n g

I n c o r r e c t  m e t h o d s  w i l l  c a u s e  a r t i f a c t s  i n  t h e  c o n c r e t e  t h a t  D i a g r i n d  m a y  n o t  b e  a b l e  
t o  r e m o v e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  f i n i s h  t h e  c o n c r e t e  t o  t h e  c o r r e c t  c l a s s  n e e d e d .  P l e a s e  
r e f e r  t o  t h e  P C C A  s t a t e m e n t s  f o r  C l a s s  O ,  A ,  B ,  C  &  D  p o l i s h e d  c o n c r e t e .  
I t  i s  c r i t i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  b o o t  h o l e s  a r e  f i l l e d  w i t h  f r e s h  c o n c r e t e ,  n o  s m o k i n g  
o c c u r r i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  a n y  d e b r i s  f r o m  t h e  s o l e s  o f  b o o t s  i s  r e m o v e d  
w h e n  s t e p p i n g  i n t o  t h e  f o r m  w o r k  a r e a .  

F o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  p o l i s h e d  c o n c r e t e  t h e  F F  n u m b e r  h a s  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a s  a  
f l a t t e r  s u r f a c e  w i t h  g r i n d  a n d  p o l i s h  e a s i e r  a n d  b e t t e r  a n d  g i v e s  D i a g r i n d  m o r e  
c o n t r o l  o v e r  t h e  f i n i a l  f i n i s h .  F o r  e x a m p l e  i f  t h e  f l o o r  n e e d s  a  c l a s s  B  f i n i s h  ( h i t  n  
m i s s )  a n d  i s  n o t  v e r y  f l a t ,  t o  g r i n d  t h e  f l o o r  f l a t  w i l l  c a u s e  s o m e  a r e a s  o r  h i g h  s p o t s  t o  
h a v e  a  c l a s s  C - D  f i n i s h  w i t h  h e a v y  e x p o s u r e  o f  t h e  a g g r e g a t e  a n d  o t h e r s  t o  h a v e  a  
c l a s s  A  f i n i s h  w i t h  n o  e x p o s u r e .  I f  y o u  a r e  a f t e r  a  c r e a m  o r  b u r n i s h e d  f i n i s h  a  f l o o r  
w i t h  a  p o o r  F F  w i l l  c a u s e  i t  t o  n o t  p o l i s h  v e r y  w e l l  a n d  p o s s i b l e  r e q u i r e  e x p o s u r e  o f  
a g g r e g a t e  w h i c h  i s  o u t s i d e  t h e  d e s i g n  s p e c i f i c a t i o n s .  
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PCAA Position Statements:
• PCCA #7 Burnished Concrete Class O
• PCCA #8 Cream polish Class A
• PCCA #9 Hit n miss polish Class B
• PCCA #10 Full exposure Class C & D




